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Introduction 

 
 
Dear Fellow New Yorker: 

 
Each year, the federal and New York State governments distribute billions of dollars worth 

of grants and loans for green energy and clean technology programs for schools.  I have long been 
an advocate for investments in clean energy production and energy efficient technology, especially in 
educational applications.  By investing in renewable sources of energy right here at home, we can 
create American jobs, while protecting the environment for generations to come and provide our 
children with healthy places to learn. 
 
 Finding the resources that meet your needs in this complex web of agencies can seem 
daunting.  For this reason, I have created this guidebook to serve as a starting point in providing 
information about what resources are available to individuals, businesses, community organizations 
and local governments. 

   
The information in this guidebook details energy program grants, loans, and tax credits for 

schools.  Its contents are by no means comprehensive; as new programs and opportunities emerge, 
its contents will be updated to provide New Yorkers with the most information possible.   
 
 My Senate website (www.Gillibrand.senate.gov) is continually updated with useful 
information about various funding opportunities that are available to you, how to access them, and 
where to apply. 
 
            As you move forward with any grant opportunities, please contact Abe Hiatt, my Grants 
Director, for letters of support, when applicable.  You can reach him in my Washington, D.C. 
Office at Grants@Gillibrand.Senate.gov, or (202)-224-4451.   
       

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
      Kirsten E. Gillibrand

http://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
mailto:Grants@Gillibrand.Senate.gov


T h e  O f f i c e  o f  S e n a t o r  G i l l i b r a n d             P a g e  | 3 

 

3 | P a g e        G r e e n  S c h o o l  F u n d i n g  O p p o r t u n i t i e s   
 

  

Federal Section I: United Sates Department of  
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop (HUD)’s mission is to create strong, 
sustainable, inclusive communities and quality affordable homes for all. HUD is working to 
strengthen the housing market to bolster the economy and protect consumers; meet the need for 
quality affordable rental homes: utilize housing as a platform for improving quality of life; build 
inclusive and sustainable communities free from discrimination; and transform the way HUD does 
business. 
 
Through HUD’s mission, they have developed funding opportunities to meet the needs of 
applicants that are dedicated to developing their own community and improve the standard of living. 
 

1) The Operation Lead Elimination Action Program  

 Assists grantees in creating wide-ranging programs to identify and control lead-based paint 
hazards in eligible privately owned housing by leveraging private sector funding. Applicants 
are not required to provide a match to participate, but receive higher points during review 
based on the amount of leveraged funds dedicated to the applicant's proposal.  
 

Eligibility:  

 Private sector, non-profit and for-profit organizations.  
 
Contact Information:  

 Bill Nellis  
HUD Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control  
451 7th St. S.W., Room 8236  
Washington, D.C. 20410  
Email: William.C.Nellis@hud.gov  
Telephone: (202) 402-7686  

 

2) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program 

 The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) Program, funded for 
the first time by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) of 2009, 
represents a Presidential priority to deploy the cheapest, cleanest, and most reliable 
energy technologies we have - energy efficiency and conservation - across the country.  

 
 
 

Additional Information: 

 The Program, authorized in Title V, Subtitle E of the Energy Independence and 
Security Act (EISA) and signed into law on December 19, 2007, is modeled after the 
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Community Development Block Grant program administered by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  

 It is intended to assist U.S. cities, counties, states, territories, and Indian tribes to 
develop, promote, implement, and manage energy efficiency and conservation projects 
and programs designed to reduce fossil fuel emissions and the total energy use of the 
eligible entities. This is planned to improve energy efficiency in the transportation, 
building, and other appropriate sectors. 

Eligibility: 

 Grants can be used for energy efficiency and conservation programs and projects 
community wide, as well as renewable energy installations on government buildings. 
Activities eligible for use of funds include: 

 Development of an energy efficiency and conservation strategy;  

 Building energy audits and retrofits, including weatherization;  

 Transportation programs to conserve energy;  

 Building code development, implementation, and inspections;  

 Installation of distributed energy technologies including combined heat and power 
and district heating and cooling systems;  

 Material conservation programs including source reduction, recycling, and recycled 
content procurement programs;  

Contacts: 

 http://www.eecbg.energy.gov/ 
 
 

http://www.eecbg.energy.gov/
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State Section I: New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA) 

A productive learning environment is a safe and comfortable space. It has an abundance of natural 
light and ventilation, efficient equipment, and sustainable operations that increase comfort while 
saving money. 

Through the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA), K-12 
school districts throughout the State can take advantage of programs that offer information, 
technical assistance and financial incentives to make schools healthier and more productive learning 
environments for children and staff. 

1) The Energy Smart Student Program 

 The Energy Smart Student Program is sponsoring a series of FREE 2-day workshops this 
summer for classroom teachers in the Finger Lakes, Western New York, and New York City 
regions 

 
Additional Information: 

 The Energy Smart Students Program provides teachers and students with opportunities to 
learn about energy and its impact on the environment and economy. It offers curricula and 
hands-on applications-based instructional support for classroom lessons in energy and 
energy efficiency. 

 The course consists of 12-hours of professional development, hands-on activities and 
project-based learning ideas targeted to teachers K-12 and curricular materials correlated to 
the NYS Learning Standards, valued at $200/educator. 

 
Eligibility: 
The program seeks teachers as partners in educating our youth to carry the message of energy 
efficiency home and schools. 
 
Contact Information: 
For more information, please call: 1-877-NY-SMART (Option 6) 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Energy $mart New Construction Program 

 The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
encourages the incorporation of energy efficiency and renewable-energy resources into 
the design, construction and operation of buildings through the Energy $mart New 
Construction Program.  
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Additional Information: 

 $31 million is available to conduct technical assessments of energy-efficiency measures 
in building designs and to offset up to 75% of the incremental capital costs to purchase 
and install energy-efficient equipment.  

 Incentive amounts for projects in Consolidated Edison's (ConEd) service territory are 
generally higher than incentive amounts for projects in other utilities' service territory. 

 
Eligibility: 

 Eligible applicants include K-12 schools, colleges and universities. Substantial renovations of 
existing buildings are also eligible for incentives under this program.  

 This program is available to electric customers of Central Hudson Gas & Electric, 
Consolidated Edison, New York State Electric & Gas, National Grid, Orange and Rockland 
Utilities, and Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation.  
 

Contact Information: 

 Website: http://www.dsireusa.org/gbi/incentivesearch.cfm?Incentive_Code=NY08F 

 Residents and businesses interested in participating in this program should first contact 
NYSERDA at (866) 697-3732. NYSERDA can walk potential participants through the 
process, and help them to better understand the incentive and how they can benefit from it. 
Point of Contact Information: E. Stephen Finkle. 
 
 

3) Existing Facilities Program 

 The NYSERDA Existing Facilities program merges the former Peak Load Reduction and 
Enhanced Commercial and Industrial Performance programs. The new program offers a 
broad array of different incentives to electricity customers within the state that pay the 
System Benefits Charge (SBC).  
 

Eligibility: 

 Natural gas customers of Con Edison who pay the monthly rate adjustment (MRA) and 
small commercial customers of National Fuel Gas that use less than 12,000 Mcf per year are 
also eligible for certain incentives, which are detailed further at the websites listed below. 

 
Contact Information: 

 Website: http://www.dsireusa.org/gbi/incentivesearch.cfm?Incentive_Code=NY46F 
http://www.nyserda.org/programs/Existing_Facilities/default.html 
Telephone: 1-866-NYSERDA or (518) 862-1090 
 

4) Clean Air School Bus Program 

 The NYSERDA Clean Air School Bus Program exists to provide schools with funding to 
make their busses more efficient and clean.  The program seeks to maximize the 
environmental, energy, and economic benefits of introducing emission-reduction technology 
for New York State diesel-fueled school buses.  Money can be given both for emerging 
technology installation as well as EPA certified methods. 
 

http://www.dsireusa.org/gbi/incentivesearch.cfm?Incentive_Code=NY08F
http://www.dsireusa.org/gbi/incentivesearch.cfm?Incentive_Code=NY46F
http://www.nyserda.org/programs/Existing_Facilities/default.html
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Eligibility: 

 Eligible applicants include municipalities, school districts, State agencies, departments, and 
public authorities. 

Contact Information: 

 Visit http://www.nyserda.org/programs/transportation/AFV/cleanairschoolbus.asp for 
more information. 
 

5) Collaborative for High Performance Schools (NY-CHPS) 

 As a partner of NYSERDA, the purpose of NY-CHPS is to provide a framework that helps school 
districts and their design teams design and build sustainable school buildings that enhance the 
educational environment and facilitate learning.  High performance schools optimize resources over 
the life of the facility, are less expensive to operate than standard buildings, and help to ensure 
healthy, safe, and high quality learning environments for all occupants. 
 

Additional Information: 

 This is not a true granting program and rather provides guidelines on how to construct a 
new school along lines that will be beneficial in many ways, including in energy efficiency. 
 

 Eligibility: 

 Any school district may engage with the program. 
 
Contact Information: 

 Visit http://www.nys-cma.org/NY-CHPS%20September%202007.pdf  
 

http://www.nyserda.org/programs/transportation/AFV/cleanairschoolbus.asp
http://www.nys-cma.org/NY-CHPS%20September%202007.pdf
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Additional Information Section I: The Alliance to Save 
Energy 

 
Founded in 1977, the Alliance to Save Energy is a non-profit coalition of business, government, 
environmental and consumer leaders. The Alliance to Save Energy supports energy efficiency as a 
cost-effective energy resource under existing market conditions and advocates energy-efficiency 
policies that minimize costs to society and individual consumers, and that lessen greenhouse gas 
emissions and their impact on the global climate.  Below you will find a step-by-step program that 
can be created within your own school to make it more efficient.  
 

 Step 1. Identify an Energy Efficiency "champion" who knows the school system well 
and can provide the vision and initial drive to get the program started.  

 Step 2. Establish a Green Schools team within the school building. Involving teachers, 
custodians, principals, students and even parents will enhance the program's reach and 
effectiveness. 

 Step 3. Build partnerships within your school and with local organizations and businesses. 
These partnerships can be a great source of technical, educational, and financial resources. 

 Step 4. Adapt the project to your school's priorities and curriculum. Making the 
program "your own" will help energy efficiency become a regular part of your school's 
culture and will likely result in greater long-term savings.  

 Step 5. Identify curriculum tie-ins. Focus on education through hands-on experience. Key 
concepts tie in with science, math, social studies, and economics curricula. 

 Step 6. Develop an agreement with the school district administration to return a 
percentage of savings to the individual schools that achieve them. 

 Step 7. Establish a strong link between energy and the environment. The project helps 
students and adults understand that more than 80% of pollution results from the 
production, consumption, and disposal of energy--and that actions they take really do make 
a difference. 

 Step 8. Establish a baseline of energy use, if possible, which will allow the school to 
measure the project's success and to identify problem areas. Local utilities, principals, school 
& district business services administrators, and/or district energy managers may be willing to 
assist you in this effort. 

 Step 9. Determine the need for retrofits. Consider what new equipment and/or energy-
efficient technology your school might need. Before recommending the purchase of new 
equipment, be sure to identify the criteria that decisionmakers need in order to invest in new 
equipment, such as payback period and legally mandated requirements.  

 Step 10. Maintain high visibility for the program to encourage participation. The 
program is most successful when the whole school and others in the district are involved. 
An effective strategy is to communicate plans and achievements with key stakeholders in the 
school community.  
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Additional Information Section II: Helpful Tips and 
Online Guides 

1) Eliminating PCBs in schools: Protecting Students from Hidden Dangers 

 The EPA recommends removing PCB containing ballasts as part of a complete lighting 
retrofit. A complete lighting retrofit includes removing old fluorescent tubes as well as 
ballasts, and replacing the entire lighting fixture with newer, more energy-efficient fixtures. 
Replacing the older ballasts with newer lighting technology improves lighting quality, 
distributing the light more uniformly and thus providing a more comfortable and productive 
learning environment. The newer lighting technology also increases energy efficiency which 
means cost savings for the school in the long term. 

 The EPA’s Energy Star program supports schools, businesses and organizations planning to 
install energy-efficient lighting technologies. 

 

 These manuals are available on the Internet at www.energystar.gov. 

More info: http://www.epa.gov/region09/toxic/pcb/pdfs/pcbadmin.pdf 
 

2) The New Guide to Operating and Maintaining EnergySmart Schools 

 The new Guide to Operating and Maintaining EnergySmart Schools is a primary resource 
for implementing a district or school-wide operations and maintenance (O&M) program that 
focuses on energy efficiency. The objective of this guide is to provide organizational and 
technical information for integrating energy and high-performance facility management into 
existing O&M practices. Written for school district management, facility managers, business 
officials, and administrators, the Guide helps users identify energy savings, develop an 
energy management plan, and address technical considerations. 
 

 For more information and a list of action plans, please visit: 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/energysmartschools/o-and-m_guide.html 

 

3) School Energy Savings 

 Information on heating, cooling, lighting, and maintaining school and university facilities 
that results in energy efficiencies, compiled by the National Clearinghouse for Educational 
Facilities. 

  

 For more information and a list of action plans, please visit:  
http://www.edfacilities.org/rl/energy.cfm  

http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/region09/toxic/pcb/pdfs/pcbadmin.pdf
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/energysmartschools/o-and-m_guide.html
http://www.edfacilities.org/rl/energy.cfm
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Additional Information Section III: Tracking Federal 
Funds 

 

 USAspending.gov, Office of Management and Budget (http://www.usaspending.gov/)  
o A free, searchable database of federal government spending based upon Census and 

General Services Administration statistical data. Grants (Assistance tab) and 
contracts must be searched separately: by individual organizing or grant recipient; by 
place of performance, including by congressional district; or by federal department 
or agency.  

 
 

 Federal Aid to States, Census Bureau (http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/fas.html)  
o FAS details actual expenditures of federal grants funds to state and local 

governments. Figures are presented to the state level by program area and agency.  
 
 

 Consolidated Federal Funds Report, Census Bureau 
(http://www.census.gov/govs/www/cffr.html)  

o In CFFR, grants generally represented obligations and include payments both to 
state and local governments and to nongovernmental recipients. Data are provided 
for state and country levels.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.usaspending.gov/
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/fas.html
http://www.census.gov/govs/www/cffr.html
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Informative Section IV: Useful Websites 

 

1) Tax Incentives Assistance Project (TIAP) 

 The Tax Incentives Assistance Project is a website that is sponsored by a number of 
government agencies, nonprofit groups, and other organizations. It is very informative with 
regards to federal tax incentives. Information is organized into categories for consumers, 
businesses, and builders/manufacturers. The site includes updates about enacted federal 
legislation and provides links to Internal Revenue Service (IRS) tax forms. 
 
The Tax Incentives Assistance Project (TIAP), sponsored by a coalition of public interest 
nonprofit groups, government agencies, and other organizations in the energy efficiency 
field, is designed to give consumers and businesses information they need to make use of the 
federal income tax incentives for energy efficient products and technologies passed by 
Congress as part of the EPA Act 2005 and subsequently amended several times. 

 
Contact: 

 Website: http://www.energytaxincentives.org/ 
Email address: tiap@aceee.org 

 

2) Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Energy Star 

 The Environmental Protection Agency has a website with information on "Federal Tax 
Credits for Energy Efficiency." The page is organized into categories for consumers (home 
improvements, cars, solar energy, fuel cells), home builders, appliance manufacturers, and 
commercial buildings. The site includes a frequently asked questions (FAQ) section 
providing answers about energy efficiency tax credits. 

 
Contact: 

 Website: http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_tax_credits 
Telephone: (888) 782-7937 

 

3) Department of Energy (DOE) Financial Opportunities 

 The Department of Energy hosts a great amount of information on its website that is 
focused mainly on matching funds, grants, and financing. Information is organized into 
categories for consumers, business/industry/universities, inventors (small business), federal 
energy managers, states, and Native American tribes. The site includes a section on energy 
efficiency and consumer home financing. 
 

Additional Information: 

 The Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) works with business, 
industry, universities, and others to increase the use of renewable energy and energy 
efficiency technologies. One way EERE encourages the growth of these technologies is by 

http://www.dsireusa.org/gbi/incentivesearch.cfm?Incentive_Code=US03F
http://www.energytaxincentives.org/
mailto:tiap@aceee.org
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_tax_credits
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offering financial assistance opportunities for their development and demonstration. In fiscal 
year 2007 alone, EERE awarded $574 million in financial assistance. 

 
Contact 

 Website: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/financing/ 
Telephone: (877) 337-3463 
 

 

4) U.S. Green Building Council - Green Existing Schools Implementation 
Workbook 

 The Green Existing Schools Implementation Workbook is designed to assist with the 
evaluation and improvement of current O&M practices and policies. The workbook is 
organized by LEED for Existing Buildings: O&M prerequisites and credits, though not all 
prerequisites and credits in the rating system are addressed by the workbook.  The guidance 
and tools contained in the workbook correspond to prerequisites and credits that lend 
themselves to a campus- or district-wide application. 

 
Contact Location: 
 http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=6427 

 

http://www1.eere.energy.gov/financing/
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Letters of  Support from Senator Gillibrand 

 
While Senator Gillibrand does NOT decide which organizations are awarded grants, there are 
instances in which it is appropriate for the Senator Gillibrand to write a letter of support for an 
application. If you wish to request a letter of support for your application, you must supply 
Senator Gillibrand with the following:  
 

1. A description of your organization, 
2. Summary of the application, 
3. a description of what the money will be used for, and  
4. a draft letter of support 

 
Please forward this information to the nearest regional office: 

 
Capitol District 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Office Building 
1 Clinton Square 
Room 821 
Albany, NY 12207 
Tel: (518) 431-0120 
Fax: (518) 431-0128 
 
Buffalo/Western New York 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
Larkin at Exchange 
726 Exchange Street, Suite 511 
Buffalo, NY 14210 
Tel:  (716) 854-9725 
Fax:  (716) 854-9731 
 
Long Island 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
155 Pinelawn Road 
Suite 250 North 
Melville, NY 11747 
Tel: (631) 249-2825 
Fax: (631) 249-2847 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New York City 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
780 Third Avenue 
Suite 2601 
New York, New York 10017 
Tel. (212) 688-6262 
Fax (212) 688-7444 
 
North Country 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
PO Box 273 
Lowville, NY 13367 
Tel. (315) 376-6118 
Fax (315) 376-6118 
 
Rochester Region 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
Kenneth B. Keating Federal Office Building 
100 State Street 
Room 4195 
Rochester, NY 14614 
Tel. (585) 263-6250 
Fax (585) 263-6247 
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Syracuse/Central New York 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
James M. Hanley Federal Building 
100 South Clinton Street 
Room 1470 
PO Box 7378 
 
Westchester County 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
Tel. (914) 725-9294 
Fax (914) 472-5073 

Washington D.C. 
Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
United States Senate 
478 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Tel. (202) 224-4451 
Fax (202) 228-0282 
TTY/TDD: (202) 224-6821 

 
 


