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Introduction

The HIV/AIDS epidemic was first recognized in the United States in 1981.
Over three decades later, HIV/AIDS remains one of the most significant
public health problems in this country. There are over 1 million Americans
living with HIV/AIDS, which is more than ever before. Last year, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported that the annual
HIV infection rate is 40 percent higher than previously estimated. This

means that there is a new HIV infection in the U.S. every 10 minutes.

Despite knowing how this disease is transmitted, the infection rates have
not fallen in the last eight years. Although routine HIV testing is
recommended for all people ages 13-64, 21 percent of those infected
with HIV don’t know it, and 36 percent of people with HIV are diagnhosed
late in their illness. It is estimated that over 250,000 people nationwide
are infected with HIV/AIDS and do not know it. HIV testing is crucial for
both prevention and treatment efforts, and rapid testing is now much

more widely available.
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Half of the people living with this devastating disease are not receiving the

health care they need to stay alive. Some of the highest death rates among

persons with HIV/AIDS are found in the lowest-income communities in Ne




HIV/AIDS Infections and
New York

While the spread of HIV/AIDS is national problem, New York State contains the
highest numbers of HIV/AIDS deaths and infections. New York State has a total of
116,384 people living with AIDS/HIV, including 4,550 new HIV infections and 4,454
new AIDS diagnosis each year. According to the Kaiser Family Foundation’s State
Health Facts, approximately 108,000 New Yorkers have already died of AIDS,
representing nearly 20 percent of overall AIDS deaths in the United States. The
New York Department of Health reports that AIDS deaths represent the third

leading cause of death in New York State behind heart disease and cancer.

Furthermore, within these new diagnoses there have been alarming new increases

among children, minorities and women.
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HIV/AIDS Infections and
New York

New York City remains the HIV epicenter of the United States —
accounting for 15 percent of new AIDS diagnoses, 14 percent of new HIV

diagnoses and 16 percent of AIDS deaths in the nation.

The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)
reports that there are 100,642 New York City residents living with
HIV/AIDS. In the first half of 2007 alone, there were 1,406 new
diagnoses of HIV and 1,694 new diagnoses of AIDS in New York City.
Within the extended metropolitan area, more than 103,000 people
were living with diagnosed HIV/AIDS at the end of 2006.

New York City had among the highest rates of newly diagnosed AIDS
cases in major metropolitan areas — more than three times the national
average. The New York City metropolitan area (Brooklyn, Bronx,
Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, Putnam, Rockland and Westchester)
has more newly diagnosed AIDS cases than the cities of Washington,
D.C., Los Angeles and Miami (the cities with the next three highest

number of diagnoses) combined.

Source: HIV Epidemiology and Field Services Program, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. HIV Epidemiology
and Field Services Semiannual Report. April 2008. Bureau of HIV/AIDS Epidemiology, New York State Department of Health. New
York State HIV/AIDS Surveillance Annual Report. May 2008.
http://www.health.state.ny.us/diseases/aids/statistics/annual/2006/2006-12_annual_surveillance_report.pdf



181,461 (17.6%) District of Columbia

148,949 (14.4%) U.S. Virgin Islands

109,524 (10.6%) New York

Pennsylvania
lllinois
Georgia
Maryland
Puerto Rico

Subtotal

72,828 (7.1%)
50,694 (4.9%)
35,489 (3.4%)
35,066 (3.4%)
33,847 (3.3%)
31,931 (3.1%)

30,736 (3.0%)

730,525 (70.9%)

Maryland
Florida
Puerto Rico
Louisiana
Delaware
Georgia

South Carolina
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Children and Teen Infections

While HIV/AIDS transmissions rates during pregnancy have been almost
eliminated due to the advancement of drugs taken prenatally, children and

teens are still affected.

Young teens continue to be at risk, with those between the ages of 13-29

accounting for 34 percent of new infections.

Teenage girls are severely affected, accounting for 39 percent of new
infections, and African American teenagers account for an alarming 69

percent of new cases.

Source: CDC HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, 2006, Table 15.
http://www.cdc.qgov/hiv/topics/surveillance/resources/reports/index.htm




Women

Women now make up the majority of new HIV/AIDS infections in the
United States. There are over 290,000 women living with HIV/AIDS in the

United States.
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Minorities

In New York State, African American and Latina women make up 29
percent of the female population, yet account for 86 percent of all
New York women living with HIV/AIDS. Heterosexual transmissions

are the main form of transmission to women.

There is striking data about the increasing infection rates among
minorities. African Americans made up more than half of all new
diagnoses of HIV/AIDS in New York City, while the rate among Whites

decreased by nearly 45 percent.

Through the first half of 2007, African Americans and Hispanics
together represented 77 percent of all people living with HIV/AIDS in
New York City. Meanwhile, the proportion of newly diagnosed AIDS
cases in New York City among Whites decreased from 49 percent in

1981 to 16 percent in 2006.

These statistics demonstrate the strong disparities among the people

living with this disease.

Source: New York City Department of Health and Mental Health



Difficulties Affording Treatment

There is a very high prevalence of HIV/AIDS in the New York City
extended metropolitan area among people who are homeless or
unstably housed. These factors significantly increase the cost and
complexity of New York City’s HIV/AIDS care system. Without safe and
reliable housing, those with AIDS are unable to adhere to complex
antiretroviral drug regimens, jeopardizing their health and well-being.
African American women are nine times more likely to die of AIDS than
White women, and African American men are six times more likely to

die of AIDS than White men.
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Blacks and Hispanics had the highest death rates among
persons with HIV/AIDS compared with other race groups.
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Steps Toward Solutions

These statistics illustrate that HIV/AIDS is an epidemic that continues
to affect society. Although medication and treatments have

improved, it is more important than ever that funding for education,
testing and health services are increased in order to prevent further

infection.

The need for a National AIDS Strategy to focus efforts on better
coordination of services has never been clearer. That is why Senator
Gillibrand called for S1.4 million for a National AIDS Strategy to help
coordinate efforts on viable prevention for those most vulnerable to
new infections, along with access to treatment and care for those

infected today.

Groups Working Together

*AIDS Action

*The AIDS Institute

*Human Rights Campaign

*National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors
*National Coalition of STD Directors

*Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States



