KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND COMMITTEES:

1nited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3205

Aptil 23, 2013
I'he Honorable 'T'om Harkin The Honorable Jerry Moran
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Hducation and, Human Services, ducation and,
Related Agencies Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Moran,

As you complete work on the 1'Y2014 Labor, Health and Human Services and ducation
Approprations Bill, I urge you to provide at least $20 million within the Department of Labor’s
(DOL) Reintegration of Offenders program account, which was mcluded in the President’s FY2014
budget request, to be used by national and regional non-profit intermediaties, in partnership with
local affiliates, to provide job training and education programs as well as supportive services to
prepare at-risk youth for entry into the job market, as well as for helping reduce the disproportionate
mcarceration of minority youth in urban areas.

As you know, DOL’s Iimployment and Training Administration’s Reintegration of Iix-
Offenders Program 1s carried out through authority provided in Section 171 of the Workforce
Investment Act of 1998, for both Adult and Youthful Offender grants. This funding is targeted at
job training programs that are administered by national and regional nonprofit organizations that
have rich histories of serving distressed communities, like the National Urban League and other
similarly situated organizations. The purpose of these grants is to prepare disconnected youth for
employmen, by increasing the employment rate of participants, decreasing the recidivism rate of
young offenders served, increasing the rate at which participants receive high school diplomas and
industry recognized credentials, and increasing the rate at which participants enter post-secondary
education training.

Funding that 1s focused on assisting disconnected youth in some of the nation’s most
disadvantaged communities 1s central to the country’s economic recovery and to strengthening our
cconomic future. In addition to the President’s inclusion of this funding in his FY2014 and Y2013
budget requests, the Senate Labor HHS-Education Subcommittee also has a track record of
supporting this funding, including the full $20 million in the FY2012 markup. I am eager to continue
working with you to address the sertous issues surrounding job training for at-risk youth.



Thank you for your consideration of this important request.
Sincerely,

Kirsten E. Gillibrand
United States Senator



