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Dear Fellow New Yorker,
Thank you for joining me in Washington, D.C. to participate in this year’s Asian Americans and Pacific Islander Summit. You are a community pillar, and the work you do is of vital importance in New York.
To support that work, this guidebook is designed to provide you with information about the federal funding process and a selection of federal resources. Whether you are a small business owner, service provider, educator, or faith leader, these resources have the potential to augment your work. This guidebook is intended to provide an introduction to a variety of federal grant and assistance programs addressed to various needs that may be of interest to your organization. Should you be interested in additional funding opportunities, please do not hesitate to contact my staff who can provide consultation on federal funding opportunities that may be of use for your organization.
My Senate website (www.gillibrand.senate.gov) contains critical information about various funding opportunities that are available to you, how to access them, and where to apply. You can also request more information about these or any other grant opportunities by contacting my staff at grants@gillibrand.senate.gov. Finally, if you need assistance from a federal agency or with an immigration case, please visit http://gillibrand.senate.gov/services/casework/form/. As you move forward with any grant opportunities, please contact my economic development team for letters of support when applicable. You can reach them in my Washington, D.C. office at grants@gillibrand.senate.gov, or (202) 224-4451.
Thank you again for joining me for this important summit, and I look forward to continuing to work with you in the near future.
Sincerely,
[image: ]
Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator
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(Prepared by Congressional Research Service)
Introduction
Hundreds of grants or loans for various purposes are available from federal departments and agencies. However, federal grants are not benefits or entitlements to individuals. Federal grants are authorized by Congress and are often intended for projects serving state, community, and local needs. Most federal funding goes to state and local governments, which in turn may make sub-awards to local entities, such as eligible nonprofit organizations.
Local governments seeking funds for community services, infrastructure, and economic revitalization may be eligible to tap into state or federal funds. Government funding may also be available for nonprofit organizations, including faith-based groups, for initiatives such as establishing food kitchens or after-school tutoring programs. For faith-based grant recipients, projects must benefit the community at large and not solely the groups' members or congregants.
For individuals seeking financial help (such as starting or expanding a small business, or educational assistance), benefits or loans may be available.
· Individuals looking for government benefits (such as for child or health care, housing or energy costs, disability or veterans' needs, or "living assistance") may find this website useful: https://www.usa.gov/benefit-finder.
· Students seeking financial aid can search Student Aid on the web: https://studentaid.gov/.
· To start or expand a small business, the federal government may provide help in the form of loans, and advisory and technical assistance (such as business counseling). See the Small Business Administration (SBA) website, http://www.sba.gov, to find programs and state or local SBA offices.

Groups seeking funding for projects need first to determine the most appropriate sources of funds. Because government funds may be limited, sources of private funding may also be important to consider. Regional and community foundations may be particularly interested in funding local projects; however, many projects may require a combination of government and private funding. Local business or private foundation funding might be appropriate for supporting local memorials or programs. Community fundraising may be more suitable for school enrichment activities, such as band or sports uniforms or field trips.
For eligible state and local governments and nonprofit organizations that are seeking appropriate programs, contacting federal and state agencies early in the process may be encouraged. Federal offices located in states or regions often handle federal grant applications and disbursement of funds. State government departments and agencies also fund projects and administer federal block grants.
Who Is Eligible for a Government Grant?
Many groups or organizations are eligible to apply for government grants; however, each individual grant program will have its own requirements for eligibility. Typically, most grantees fall into the following categories:
· Government Organizations
· State Governments
· Local Governments
· City or Township Governments
· Special District Governments
· Native American Tribal Governments (federally recognized)
· Native American Tribal Governments (other than federally recognized)
· Education Organizations
· Independent School Districts
· Public and State Controlled Institutions of Higher Education
· Private Institutions of Higher Education
· Public Housing Organizations
· Public Housing Authorities
· Indian Housing Authorities
· Nonprofit Organizations
· Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education
· Nonprofits that do not have a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education
· For-profit Organizations (other than small businesses)
· Individuals (such as Pell Grants for needy students)

Some constituents may have seen or heard media advertisements claiming federal grants are available to help them. However, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the nation's consumer protection agency, cautions grantseekers that these grant offers are usually misleading, whether you see them in your local paper, through the internet, or hear about them on television or receive a phone call. Grantseekers should beware of paying "processing fees" for information that is available free to the public. Ads claiming federal grants are available for home repairs, home business, unpaid bills, or other personal expenses are often scams.
Key Federal Sources
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance ("Assistance Listings") at SAM.gov (General Services Administration)
Official descriptions of more than 2,200 federal assistance programs (including grants, loans, and other financial and nonfinancial assistance) can be found on SAM.gov. The website, produced by the General Services Administration (GSA), houses federal assistance listings previously found on the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) website. Each federal assistance program has a corresponding CFDA program number; these CFDA numbers are still used as numerical program identifiers. Programs are searchable at the "Assistance Listings" domain at SAM.gov; descriptions are updated by departments and agencies, and they cover authorizing legislation, objectives, and eligibility and compliance requirements.
Approximately 1,800 assistance programs are classified as grants. Assistance listing descriptions include the following:
· federal agency administering a program;
· legislation authorizing the program;
· objectives and goals of program;
· types of financial or nonfinancial assistance;
· uses and restrictions;
· eligibility requirements;
· application and award process;
· criteria for selecting proposals;
· amount of obligations for some past and current fiscal years;
· range and average of financial assistance;
· regulations, guidelines, and literature relevant to a program;
· information contacts and headquarters, regional, and local offices;
· related programs;
· examples of funded projects;
· formula and matching requirements, where applicable; and
· requirements for post-assistance reports.

Federal Program Inventory
https://fpi.omb.gov/
In 2024, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) publicly launched the Federal Program Inventory (FPI). Using data from SAM.gov Assistance Listings, this similarly provides "snapshot" summaries of federal financial assistance programs, including grant programs. Like SAM.gov, this site allows searching by agencies, type of program/assistance, and eligible applicants—but this site also offers a category search function that displays results by topic across multiple agencies. This added functionality may be particularly helpful for new grantseekers who are at the beginning or exploratory stage of the search process. Grantseekers can select categories (and subcategories) to search, such as agriculture, economic/community development, housing, disaster prevention and relief, transportation, and many others. The Federal Program Inventory also displays some overview data on federal program obligation amounts from USAspending.gov.
Grants.gov and FedConnect
After grantseekers identify federal programs in SAM.gov and contact agencies, they may be directed to register and apply at websites such as Grants.gov or FedConnect.net when application announcements for competitive grants become available. The websites allow grantseekers to register and download applications for current competitive funding opportunities from all 26 federal grants-making agencies. Grantseekers themselves can check on notices of funding availability (NOFAs) or requests for proposals (RFPs); sign up to receive email notification of grant opportunities; and apply for federal grants online through a unified process. The sites also guide grantseekers in registering with the System for Award Management (SAM), which is required for all federal grants.
One significant limitation to Grants.gov and FedConnect.net is the exclusion of state-level federal grant program information. For example, Grants.gov provides information only about the funding opportunities for primary grant recipients. However, federal grant funds may first be received by a state government (a "primary" recipient) and then passed through to the local level as sub-awards to more local sub-recipients. Thus, a local grantseeker would not be able to access information on Grants.gov about the possibility of receiving federal sub-grants from a state-level agency.
To download and submit an application from Grants.gov or FedConnect, registration is required. The sites provide a narrated tutorial on how to complete a grant application package and a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) page. Once an application is submitted, grants applicants can then track progress of their application using their unique ID and password. Applications can be identified by CFDA number, funding opportunity number, competition ID, or tracking number.
Federal Agency Websites
Federal agency websites often provide information about active grant programs and include deadlines, program contacts, and eligibility. This information can vary from agency to agency, and many post Frequently Asked Questions, recorded presentations, or guides on funding programs, as well as detailed program guidance. For example, the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development provides several fact sheets, which provide information on USDA federal assistance programs that support rural areas.
Grantseekers can often sign up to receive upcoming notifications or announcements from an agency, or agency's divisions or offices of interest. Some agencies might also announce funding opportunities that are expected to be available later in the year.
Some federal agencies have developed special dashboards or other sites to help grantseekers identify potential funding. For example:
· The U.S. Department of Transportation provides a discretionary transportation grants dashboard: https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dashboard.
· SchoolSafety.gov has a grants finder tool: https://www.schoolsafety.gov/grants-finder-tool.
· Rural Community Toolbox lists U.S. Departments of Justice and Health and Human Services funding opportunities for substance abuse projects: https://www.ruralcommunitytoolbox.org/funding.
· The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) provides a grants dashboard that also includes forecasted opportunities: https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grants-dashboard.

State Government Websites
State agency websites may provide information about available federal grant funding that will be passed through the state and sub-granted at the community level to local governments, nonprofits, or other grantseekers. Many state level agencies accept federal sub-grant applications or proposals.
Some states might also provide broader search tools; for example, Virginia provides an informational grants portal listing federal, state, and private funding, and Ohio also provides a searchable database of grant opportunities that are administered by the state.
Federal Contacts in States and State Administering Agencies
Much of the federal grant budget moves to the states through formula and block grants. State, regional, and local federal offices often handle grants applications and disbursement of funds. Each federal agency has its own procedures: applicants should contact the department or agency in question before applying for funding to obtain the most up-to-date information.
After eligible local governments and nonprofit organizations have identified appropriate programs, they may be encouraged to contact federal and state agencies early in the process and before submitting formal applications. Some agencies may also offer pre-application trainings for grant programs, to provide prospective applicants with information on the federal application process. State-located federal offices may handle federal grant applications and disbursement of funds. State government departments and agencies administer federal formula and block grants, and also fund projects.
State Administering Agencies or Contacts
Many federal grants, such as formula and block grants, are awarded directly to state governments, which then set priorities for funding and allocate sub-funds within that state. For more information on how a state intends to distribute federal formula funds, grantseekers can contact the State Administering Agency (SAA). State government agencies are familiar with federal program requirements, can assist local governments and nonprofit organizations with proposals, and can provide other guidance.
Many federal department and agency websites include SAAs, and often the site will have an interactive U.S. map. Grantseekers can click on their state and obtain program and state contact information. A selection of some executive department websites includes the following:
· Agriculture Rural Development State Contacts,
https://www.rd.usda.gov/page/state-offices
· National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Partners,
https://www.arts.gov/state-and-regional-arts-organizations
· Education (ED) State Contacts,
https://www.ed.gov/contact-us/state-contacts
· Energy (DOE) Efficiency & Renewable Energy,
https://www.energy.gov/eere/funding/eere-funding-opportunities
· Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Grant Regional Office,
https://www.epa.gov/grants/regional-grants-information
· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) State Offices and Agencies (preparedness),
https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/about/state-administrative-agency-contacts
· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) State Offices and Agencies (hazard mitigation),
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/state-local-territorial-governments/state-contacts
· Health and Human Services (HHS), Social Services Block Grants State Officials & Program Contacts,
https://acf.gov/ocs/contact-information/ssbg-grantee-contact-information
· Homeland Security (DHS) State Homeland Security Contacts,
https://www.dhs.gov/state-homeland-security-and-emergency-services
· Housing and Urban Development (HUD) State/Local Offices,
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/field_policy_mgt/localoffices
· National Endowment for the Humanities (NEA) State Councils,
https://www.neh.gov/about/state-humanities-councils
· Office of Justice Programs (OJP) State Administering Agencies,
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/state-administering-agencies/overview
· Labor (DOL) Employment and Training Administration, State and Local Contacts,
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/contact
· Small Business Administration,
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/find?type=SBA%20District%20Office&pageNumber=1
· Transportation, Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Regional Offices,
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/regional-offices/regional-offices
· Veterans Affairs State/Territory Offices,
https://discover.va.gov/external-resources/?_resource_type=state-veterans-affairs-office

Regional Development Organizations (RDOs)
RDOs are multijurisdictional planning and development organizations that offer a range of services to their member governments. RDO refers to a broad category of organizations that includes local or area development districts, councils of governments, regional planning commissions, and others. RDOs are sometimes involved in facilitating federal grantseeking or grantmaking at the regional or local level for certain kinds of multijurisdictional projects (e.g., transportation, tourism, and hazard mitigation—but this varies widely, depending on the region, as well as the capacity and goals of the RDO). Contacting RDOs may also yield information and possible partnerships for a desired project.
There is no centralized directory of all RDOs, but grantseekers could utilize the following:
· Economic Development Administration's (EDA's) Economic Development Directory,
https://www.eda.gov/economic-development-directory
· An interactive map from the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO),
https://www.nado.org/eddmap/
· Online search engines.

Related Federal Sources
https://www.usa.gov/agency-index
To better develop a grant proposal, search a department or agency's home page to learn more about its programs and objectives. The site also includes the following:
· Government Benefits
https://www.usa.gov/benefits
· Small Businesses
https://www.usa.gov/small-business?source=busa

Federal Grant Policy-Making Overviews
https://www.grants.gov/learn-grants/grant-policies
Grants.gov provides overviews and information on various federal grantmaking policies and guidance.
Private, Corporate, and Additional Funding Sources
https://candid.org/
Candid is a gateway to information on the grant seeking process, private funding sources (including national, state, community, and corporate foundations), guidelines for writing a grants proposal, addresses of libraries in every state with grants reference collections, and links to other useful internet websites. Candid maintains a database on foundation grantsmanship, publishes directories and guides, conducts research and publishes studies in the field, and offers a variety of training and educational seminars. Free information on the website includes the following:
· Introduction to Finding Grants,
https://learning.candid.org/training/courses/introduction-to-finding-grants/
· Foundation Finder,
https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/welcome/quick-start
· Introduction to Proposal Writing Short Course,
https://learning.candid.org/training/introduction-to-proposal-writing/
· Over 200 articles on frequently asked questions and searchable by topic,
https://learning.candid.org/resources/knowledge-base/
· Foundation Center local partners (a national network of cooperating library collections in each state, with print and electronic resources available free to the public),
https://candid.org/find-us
· Nonprofit Startup Resources (assess readiness to start a nonprofit),
https://learning.candid.org/resources/nonprofit-startup-resources/

Community Foundations Locator (Council on Foundations)
http://www.cof.org/community-foundation-locator
Community foundations may be particularly interested in funding local projects and maintain diverse grants programs.
Funding Sources: Funding State by State (Grantsmanship Center)
http://tgci.com/funding-sources
The website provides listings by state of top grantmaking, community, and corporate foundations that grantseekers might consider in identifying likely sources of private foundation funding.
Grants and Related Resources (Michigan State University Libraries)
https://libguides.lib.msu.edu/grants
The site provides government and private grants resources, primarily internet, by subject or group categories. Web pages include the following:
· Researching Potential Funders,
https://libguides.lib.msu.edu/c.php?g=96743&p=769466
· Grants for Nonprofits,
https://libguides.lib.msu.edu/c.php?g=96743&p=622545
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Women’s Business Centers
Women's Business Centers (WBCs) are a part a national network of entrepreneurship centers throughout the United States and its territories, which are designed to assist women in starting and growing small businesses through free to low-cost counseling and training. 
To locate your local Women’s Business Center, please visit https://www.sba.gov/wbc.  

Veterans Business Outreach Centers
The Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC) program provides entrepreneurial development services to service members, veterans, National Guard and Reserve members, military spouses, and family members interested in starting or growing a small business.
The McNulty Veteran Business Center provides services to New York veteran entrepreneurs.
44 Dalliba Ave, Watervliet, NY 12189
518-326-6328
aamoroso@mcnultycenter.org


Small Business Development Centers
Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs) provide individualized counseling and technical assistance to small businesses and start-ups. SBDCs provide problem-solving assistance to help small businesses access capital, develop and exchange new technologies, and improve business planning, strategy, operations, financial management, personnel administration, marketing, export assistance, sales and other areas required for small business growth and expansion, management improvement, increased productivity and innovation.

To find your nearest SBDC, please visit https://www.sba.gov/sbdc. 

Capital Readiness Program
The Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA’s) Capital Readiness Program offers technical assistance services and curricula to help underserved entrepreneurs develop scalable and investable businesses and access capital.
For any additional questions about the program, please email CRPCompetition@mbda.gov.
[bookmark: _Toc227791893]Part IV: Selection of Federal Grant Opportunities
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Department of Justice
Office of Violence Against Women (OVW) Legal Assistance for Victims Grant Program
The Legal Assistance for Victims (LAV) Grant Program is intended to increase the availability of civil and criminal legal assistance needed to effectively aid adult and youth victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. The program provides funds for comprehensive direct legal services to victims in legal matters relating to or arising out of that abuse or violence. Comprehensive direct legal services include assistance with protection order hearings, and they address a wide range of legal issues that victims may face, such as divorce, child custody, child support, immigration matters, government agency proceedings, and housing or financial matters.
Eligibility:
· Indian Tribal Governments
· Private nonprofit entities (with or without 501(c)(3) status)
· Tribal nonprofit organizations
· Territorial organizations
· Public and state-controlled institutions of higher education
For further information, please contact OVW.LAV@usdoj.gov.
Office of Justice Programs (OJP) Community Based Violence Intervention and Prevention Initiative
The Community-Based Violence Intervention and Prevention Initiative (CVIPI) provides funding to prevent and reduce violent crime through comprehensive, evidence-informed violence intervention programs focused on those at highest risk. These programs include efforts to address gang and gun violence using community violence intervention strategies based on partnerships among community residents, local government agencies, victim service providers, community-based organizations, law enforcement, hospitals, researchers, and other community stakeholders.
Eligibility:
· County governments 
· City or township governments 
· Native American Tribal governments (federally recognized) 
· Native American Tribal governments (other than federally recognized) 
· Other units of local government, such as towns, boroughs, parishes, villages, or other general purpose political subdivisions of a State 
· Native American tribal organizations (other than federally recognized or non-federally recognized tribal governments) 
For further information, please contact the OJP Response Center at OJP.ResponseCenter@usdoj.gov.
Public Safety and Mental Health Initiative Training and Technical Assistance
This grant program will support specialized training and technical assistance (TTA) to awardees to effectively and efficiently implement comprehensive service networks addressing individuals with untreated mental illness and substance use across community, justice, and behavioral health systems through targeted technical skill implementation and actionable resources in four core areas: Crisis Stabilization, Treatment Services, Housing, and Electronic Health Record (EHR) Systems and Technology Modernization.
Eligibility:
· Public and state-controlled institutions of higher education 
· Nonprofit organizations
· For-profit organizations
· Native American Tribal Organizations (Native American Tribal Organizations that identify as any of the organizations enumerated above) 
For further information, please contact the OJP Response Center at OJP.ReponseCenter@usdoj.gov.
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) Second Chance Act Community-Based Reentry Program
This grant program supports community-based organizations and tribal governments in providing mentoring and transitional services for adults returning to communities after a period of incarceration in a prison or a jail and who are assessed as moderate to high risk for recidivism. Services may be provided pre- and/or post-release.
Eligibility:
· Native American tribal governments (federally recognized)
· Nonprofit organizations
For further information, please contact the OJP Response Center at OJP.ResponseCenter@usdoj.gov.
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) Second Chance Act Family-Based Substance Use Disorder Treatment Program
The Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) FY25 Second Chance Act Family-Based Substance Use Disorder Treatment Program provides funding to deliver treatment and recovery support services for parents with substance use disorders (SUD) who have minor children or are pregnant, and who are under correctional control in facility or community-based settings.
Eligibility: 
· State governments, county governments, city or township governments, special district governments, other units of local government, and Native American Tribal governments (federally recognized).
· Nonprofit Organizations
For further information, please contact the Office of Justice Programs Response Center at OJP.ResponseCenter@usdoj.gov.

Federal Emergency Management Administration
Nonprofit Security Grant Program
The Nonprofit Security Grant Program (NSGP) provides funding support for security enhancements to nonprofit organizations that are at high risk of terrorist or other extremist attack. This grant program is intended to protect faith-based organizations such as schools, churches, synagogues, mosques, and other nonprofit entities that are subject to identity-based attacks.
Eligibility:
· Must meet the description under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) of 1986 and be exempt from tax under section 501(a) of such code.
· Must be able to demonstrate, through the application, that the organization is at high risk of a terrorist or other extremist attack.
Nonprofit organizations may not apply directly to FEMA; they must apply as sub-applicants through their respective State Administrative Agency (SAA).
For further information, please contact FEMA-NSGP@fema.dhs.gov.
[bookmark: _Toc1507464831][bookmark: _Toc227791895]Housing Assistance

Department of Housing and Urban Development
Fair Housing and Civil Rights
The Fair Housing Act protects people from discrimination when they are renting or buying a home, getting a mortgage, seeking housing assistance, or engaging in other housing-related activities. If you believe your rights have been violated, you are encouraged to report housing discrimination to HUD as soon as possible. Please visit https://www.hud.gov/reporthousingdiscrimination or call              1-800-669-9777 to speak with an FHEO intake specialist.
Housing Counseling
HUD’s Housing Counseling Program provides support to a nationwide network of housing counseling agencies (HCAs). These agencies provide information, advice, and tools for consumers seeking, financing, maintaining, renting, or owning a home. Agencies also assist those facing homelessness and homeowners in need of foreclosure assistance. HUD certifies every housing counselor delivering services at HUD-approved HCAs across the country. 
Eligibility: Organizations interested in participating in HUD's Housing Counseling Program to provide counseling services must be either: 
1) a private or public nonprofit organization or
2) a state or local government.
Organizations may apply directly to HUD as one of the following: a Local Housing Counseling Agency (LHCA), an Intermediary (regional or national), a multi-state organization (MSO), or as a state housing finance agency (SHFA). LHCAs can also apply through a HUD participating Intermediary or SHFA. Intermediaries and SHFAs provide LHCAs with critical supportive services, including training, tools and templates, pass-through funding, and technical assistance. They also monitor their networks to ensure services meet program standards and effectively meet the needs of their clients.
For more information on becoming a HUD-Approved Housing Counseling Agency, please visit https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/housing-counseling/agency-application/ 
Community Development Block Grant
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD’s) Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Program is the primary federal source of funding to support housing and
development in communities throughout the United States. CDBG provides a formula grant to the State of New York to address a variety of housing and development needs. The New York State Division of Homes and Community Renewal administers New York’s CDBG funds statewide to eligible municipalities, which can use this funding for a variety of housing support services, such as repairs to senior centers and affordable housing developments.
Lead Hazard Reduction Grant Program
The Lead Hazard Reduction (LHR) Grant Program assists states, cities, counties, Native American Tribes and other units of local government in undertaking comprehensive programs to identify and control lead-based paint hazards in eligible privately-owned rental or owner-occupied housing populations. In addition, there is Healthy Homes Supplemental funding available to comprehensively identify and address other housing hazards that affect occupant health in homes being treated under the grant.
Eligibility:
· State governments
· County governments
· City or township governments
· Native American tribal governments (federally recognized)
For further information, please contact olhchh.nofa@hud.gov
Older Adults Home Modification Grant Program
The overall purpose of the Older Adult Home Modification Program (OAHMP) is to assist experienced nonprofit organizations, state and local governments, and public housing authorities in undertaking comprehensive programs that make safety and functional home modifications and limited repairs to meet the needs of low-income elderly persons. The goal of the home modification program is to enable low-income elderly persons to remain in their homes through low-cost, low barrier, high impact home modifications to reduce older adults' risk of falling, improve general safety, increase accessibility, and to improve their functional abilities in their home. This will enable older adults to remain in their homes, that is, to “age in place,” rather than move to nursing homes or other assisted care facilities.
Eligibility:
· State governments
· County governments
· Special district governments
· City or township governments
· Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education
· Public housing authorities/Indian housing authorities
Eligible applicants must have at least 3 years of experience in providing services to elderly adults.
For further information, please contact yolanda.a.brown@hud.gov.
Continuum of Care (CoC) Program
The Continuum of Care (CoC) Program provides funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, States, Indian Tribes or tribally designated housing entities, and local governments to quickly rehouse homeless individuals, families, persons fleeing domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking, and youth while minimizing the trauma and dislocation caused by homelessness. The program is also designed to promote access to and effective utilization of mainstream programs by individuals and families experiencing homelessness.
Eligibility: Eligible applicants for CoC Program funds include:
· Nonprofit providers
· States
· Indian Tribes or Tribally Designated Housing Entities (TDHEs)
· Local governments
For further information, please contact your local HUD Field Office.
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Department of Labor
YouthBuild
YouthBuild is a community-based pre-apprenticeship program that provides job training and educational opportunities for at-risk youth ages 16-24 who have previously dropped out of high school. Participants learn vocational skills in construction, as well as in other in-demand industries that include health care, information technology, and hospitality. Youth also provide community service through the required construction or rehabilitation of affordable housing for low-income or homeless families in their own neighborhoods.
Eligibility:
· Public or private nonprofit agency or organization (including a consortium of such agencies or organizations)
· Community-based organization
· Faith-based organization
· Entity carrying out activities under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), such as a local board
· Community action agency
For further information, please contact youthbuild@dol.gov
Senior Community Service Employment Program
The Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) is a community service and work-based job training program for older Americans. Authorized by the Older Americans Act, the program provides training for low-income, unemployed seniors. Participants gain work experience in a variety of community service activities at non-profit and public facilities, allowing these agencies to enhance and provide needed services. This training serves as a bridge to unsubsidized employment opportunities for participants.
Eligibility: The following types of organizations are eligible to apply for grants to operate the program:
· States
· U.S. territories
· Public and nonprofit private agencies and organizations
· Public or nonprofit national Indian aging organizations and public or nonprofit Pacific Island and Asian American aging organizations
To participate in the program as an individual, one must be at least 55 years old, unemployed, and have a family income of no more than 125% of the federal poverty level.
For further information, please visit https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/seniors.
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National Endowment for the Arts
Grants for Art Projects
Grants for Arts Projects (GAP) provides project-based funding to strengthen the nation's arts and culture ecosystem. Funded activities enable Americans to experience the arts, foster and celebrate America's artistic heritage, and benefit from arts education at all stages of life. The program funds projects in the following disciplines: following disciplines: Arts Education, Challenge America, Dance, Design & Our Town, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Local Arts Agencies, Museums, Music, Opera, Presenting & Multidisciplinary Works, Theater & Musical Theater, and Visual & Media Arts.
Eligibility:
· Nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3), U.S. organizations
· Units of state or local government
· Federally recognized tribal communities or tribes
Applicant organizations must have completed at least 5 years of arts programming prior to the application deadline. Applicant organizations must have had an operating budget of at least $20,000 in the previous fiscal year. 
For further information, please contact apply@arts.gov
Our Town Grants
Our Town grants support creative placemaking projects that integrate arts, culture, and design in efforts to advance local economic, physical, and other community-desired outcomes. Projects must be place-specific (such as a community, neighborhood, or cultural district) and should focus on community priorities.
Eligibility:
· Nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3), U.S. organizations
· Units of state or local government
· Federally recognized tribal communities or tribes
Applicant organizations must have completed at least 5 years of arts programming prior to the application deadline. Applicant organizations must have had an operating budget of at least $20,000 in the previous fiscal year.
For further information, please contact apply@arts.gov
Challenge America Grants
Challenge America offers support primarily to small organizations for projects that extend the reach of the arts to underserved groups or communities—those whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability. All award amounts in the Challenge America grant category are $10,000.
Eligibility:
· Nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) U.S. organizations
· Units of state or local government
· Federally recognized tribal communities or tribes
Applicants must be either a first-time applicant to the NEA, or a previous applicant that was not recommended for funding in any of the three most recent fiscal years in the NEA’s Grants for Arts Projects, Research Grants in the Arts, or Our Town programs. Applicant organizations must have had an operating budget of less than $250,000 in their most recently completed fiscal year.
For further information, please contact challengeamerica@arts.gov

Department of Education
Educational Opportunity Centers
The Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC) Program aims to increase postsecondary enrollment. To achieve these goals, EOC projects may engage in a wide range of activities, including career and academic counseling, tutoring services, financial literacy training, and public information campaigns. Additionally, these services can be tailored to support specific populations, such as individuals with disabilities, foster care youth, or those who are traditionally underrepresented in higher education.
Eligibility:
· An institution of higher education
· A public or private agency of organization, including a community-based organization with experience in serving disadvantaged youth
· A secondary school 
· A combination of the types of institutions, agencies, and organizations described above.
For further information, please contact rachael.wiley@ed.gov. 

Full-Service Community Schools (FSCS)
The Full-Service Community Schools (FSCS) program provides support for the planning, implementation, and operation of full-service community schools that improve the coordination, integration, accessibility, and effectiveness of services for children and families, particularly for children attending high-poverty schools. A full-service community school is a public elementary or secondary school that uses established partnerships between schools and community organizations to provide well-rounded educational opportunities and meet the social, emotional, physical and mental health, and academic needs of students.
Eligibility: To be eligible for a grant, an applicant must be a consortium consisting of:
· One or more local educational agencies (LEAs) or the Bureau of Indian Education; and
· One or more community-based organizations, nonprofit organizations, or other public or private entities.
For further information, please contact fscs@ed.gov
















[bookmark: _Toc227791898]Part V: Letters of Support from Senator Gillibrand

While Senator Gillibrand does NOT decide which organizations are awarded grants, there are instances in which it is appropriate for Senator Gillibrand to write a letter to a federal agency in support of an application. If you wish to request a letter of support for your application, you must supply Senator Gillibrand with the following:

1. A description of your organization
2. Summary of the application
3. A description of what the grant funds will be used for
4. A draft letter of support

Please forward this information electronically to Senator Gillibrand’s economic development staff at grants@gillibrand.senate.gov and to your nearest regional office:

Capital Region				New York Office		
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Office Building	885 Third Ave, Suite 2402
11A Clinton Avenue, Rm 821			New York, NY 10022
Albany, NY 12207				Jacinta_Chen@gillibrand.senate.gov 
Buck_Bobbin@gillibrand.senate.gov 			
North Country				
Western New York				P.O. Box 273	
Larkin at Exchange				Lowville, NY 13367
726 Exchange Street, Suite 511			Susan_Merrell@gillibrand.senate.gov 
Buffalo, NY 14210				
Courtney_Ball@gillibrand.senate.gov		Rochester/Finger Lakes
Kenneth B. Keating Federal Office Building
Long Island					100 State St, Rm 4195
155 Pinelawn Road, Suite 250 North		Rochester, NY 14614
Melville, NY 11747				Austin_Ponce@gillibrand.senate.gov 
Michael_Scheid@gillibrand.senate.gov 
						Central New York
Lower Hudson Valley			James M. Hanley Federal Building
P.O. Box 749					100 South Clinton St, Rm 1470
Yonkers, NY 10710				Syracuse, NY 13261
Damian_Garcia@gillibrand.senate.gov 	Jamie_Fuess@gillibrand.senate.gov
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